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Claims 1, 7, 8, 9, 14, 15, and 21 are amended. 
Sll2Rej« f ^ r 

f0 ' fa '"" 6 K PamCUM) ' - ^ «*>*> *<» the subject which 
Applicants regard as the invention. 

AppUc^naveun^edctamts , ^ .^^^ 
for due ■meodmcni. can be found, fo, example, in Figure 1 

invent TnT ^ ^ ~ *"* *• »— 

«— a These amendments are M intended to . „„, ^ ^ 

** ^ *»*--»-*-• -be tad ,forex»mp,e ,in Flsure2 

Claims 9, 14 and , 5 have bee. amended per me Examiner's request. These amendment, 
»re „« .mended to, and do no, limi , lhc origtoal acope „ f ^ ^ ° i,mK 

™ *. « taye red reiationships a-, exist. The fc^, ^ 
*e adheave layer does no. need further election. As is sho™ in ^ ,. to JL, J" 
^.^-Ho^ver^^^ 

*con majors of the «rst layer. Tite rejection of Cms 1,^2, lmder 35U S C ,2 

s«ond r^ragraph, ta „«„ mmmK , md ^ fc ^ ^ ^ ■ • ■ » 2. 

8 102 Rejftrttmiit 

Claims 1.6,9. 11.13. 16, 18^21 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. S 1 02(b) as being 
ant.crpa.ed by Japanese Unexamined Paten, Publication H!0-°0244 <"»(B*r) 

The present claims , and 2, have been an^ded to clarify the -scope of the invention for the 

lay. havm 6 a firs, major surface and a second major surface opposite ,he n BI major surface- a 
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second layer comprising a fluid transport substrate, the second layer having a first major .surface 
and a second major surface opposite the first major surface, the first major surface of the second 
layer being in contact with the second major surface oflhe first layer; and a third layer 
comprising a fluid transportable ink, the third layer being in contact with the second major 
surface of the second layer. In the 90244 reference, the ink layer lies between the transparent 
film and the fluid transport substrate. 

The rejection of claims 1-6,9, 11-13, 16, 18and21 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication HI 0-90244 has been overcome and should 
be withdrawn. 

Claims 1-6,9, 11, 13, 14, 18and21 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Japanese Patent H8-254953 ("254953"). Similarly, the 254953 reference teaches an 
ink layer that lies between the transparent film and the fluid transport substrate. As Mated above, 
this is contrary to the present claims. 

The rejection of claims 1-6, 9, 1 1, 13, 14, 18 and 21 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Japanese Patent H8-254953 has been overcome and should be withdrawn. 

S 103 Rejections 

To establish a prima facie case of obviousness, three basic criteria must be met. First, 
there must be some suggestion or motivation, either in the references themselves or in the 
knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art, to modify the reference or to 
combine reference teachings. Second, there must be a reasonable expectation of success, 
finally, the prior art reference (or references when combined) must teach or suggest all the claim 
limitations. The teaching or suggestion to make the claimed combination and the reasonable 
expectation of success must both be found in the prior art and not based on applicant's disclosure. 
The initial burden is on the examiner to provide some suggestion of the desirability of doing 
what the inventor has done. (See M.P.E.P. 706.020).) 

Claims 7, 8, 10, 14, 15 and 1 7 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over JP Unexamined Publication HI 0-90244 and for claims 7 and 8 in further view 
ofKP 1001264A1 CEP-264"). Additionally, Claims 7, 8, 10, 12and 15-17 stand rejected under 
35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Japanese Patent H8-254953 ("254953") or for 
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claims 7 and 8 in further view of EP -264. However, as slated above, neither Japanese reference 
teaches all the elements of claims 1 or 21. Claims 7,8, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16 and 17 all depend, 
directly or indirectly, from claim 1 . Therefore, a prima facie case of obviousness has not been 
made with respect to Claims 7, 8, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16 and 1 7. The rejection of claims 7, 8, 1 0, 1 4, 
15 and 17 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over JP Unexamined Publication III0- 
90244 and for claims 7 and 8 in further view of EP 1 001264A1 should be withdrawn. Additionally, 
the rejection of claims 7, 8, 10, 12 and 15-17 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over ' 
JP -953 or for claims 7 and 8 in further view of EP -264 should be withdrawn. 

In view of the above, it is submitted that the application is in condition for allowance. 
Reconsideration of the application is requested. 




RespectfbJly submitted, 



Date 



Jolene H. Blank, Reg. No.?* 1,056 
Telephone No. : 65 1 -73 7-23 56 



Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
P.O. Box 33427 
St. Paul, MN 55133-3427 
Facsimile No.: 65 1 -736-3833 
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1- (Amended) An adhesive article comprising 

a first layer comprising a transparent film, the first layer having a first major surface and a 
second major surface opposite the firs t maior M ,rB.^ : 

a second layer comprising a fluid transport substrate, the second layer having a first major 
surface and a second major surface mtftete firt my* «rt«r. the first major surface of the 
second layer being in contact with the second major surface of the first layer; 

a third layer comprising a fluid transportable ink, the third layer being [associated] 
contact with the second major surface of the second layer; and 

an adhesive layer. 



7. 



(Amended) The adhesive article of claim I wherein the first layer defines a hole, andthe 
second layer is therebv Imposing the second layer] exposed to the «.' r 

8- (Amended) The adhesive article of claim I wherein the first layer and the second layer 
define a hole, and the third layer is thereby [exposing the third layerj exposed to the air 

* (Amended) The adhesive article of claim 1 wherein the adhesive layer is [associated! in 

contact with the third layer. ~~ 

14. (Amended) The adhesive article of claim I wherein the first layer fyflfaex comprises an 

adhesive. 



15. (Amended) The adhesive article of claim 1 wherein the first layer farther comprises a 
release coating. 

21. (Amended) A Jabel comprising 

a first layer comprising a transparent film, the first layer having a first major surface and a 
second major surface opposite the, fi rst ma jor si. r f n ^ : 
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a second layer comprising a fluid transport substrate, the second layer having a first major 
surface and a second major surface ppposite the first m,|o, s„rrV,, the first major surface of the 
second layer being in contact with the second major surface of the first layer; 

a third layer comprising a fluid transportable ink, the third layer being [associated] in 
contact with the second major surface of the second layer; 

an adhesive layer; and 

a printed layer on the first major surface of the first layer. 
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